Within the verb system the glottal stop serves as an indicator of 
tense. Its presence denotes non-past = present or future tense, its 
absence past tense. For instance, 

[ hiptuq'? ] 'I shall beat (him/her/it)', vs. 

[ hiptuQ ] 'I beat (him/her/it) (past)'. 
Cf, the system of inflectional endings of both active and middle con- 
jugation in 4.7.2 (Chart 6). 

Other Rai languages have no directly comparable feature, except 
that Bantawa Rai has developed to a phonological ly advanced stage 
with form syncretism for many inflected verb forms in both non-past 



and past tense; originally such forms must have been differentiated 
from each other either by the glottal stop or by the precursor of the 
glottal stop. (There are many hints within Limbu itself that the pre- 
cursor of glottal stop is either a root-final or a suffixed [-s].) 
In the morphological area Limbu is the only Kiranti language 
which offers a fully developed noun declension system. The Absolutive 
case (= Nominative and Accusative) is expressed by 

[ -n, -in, -(V).n ] 

suffixed to the noun stem (V = vowel); and the Ergative (Agentive) 
case, which is formally identical to the Instrumental case is express- 
ed by 

[ -ille, -lie, -il, -1, -re ] 
suffixed to the noun [of. 4.1). 

The verb system of Limbu is the most fully developed one of all 
Kiranti languages. It presents numerous problems as far as its divis- 
ion into syntacti co-semantical classes is concerned. The morphological 
division into two conjugation classes termed ACTIVE and MIDDLE is 
shared by most Kiranti languages. The use of three numbers (singular, 
dual, and plural) and the differentiation into inclusive and exclusive 
forms within the 1st person dual and plural among both the personal 
pronouns and finite verb forms is widespread, though not universal, 
within the Kiranti languages. 

Limbu morphology offers a typical example of agent and goal 
crossreferencing forms in the inflected verb; a cover term for this 
particular morphological trait is transitive agreement. For this rea- 
son the Kiranti languages have also been grouped separately, within 
the Tibeto-Burman language family, under the name of complex pronomin- 
alized languages. 

The formation of complex pronominalized verb forms follows both 
analytic and synthetic principles. What dominates, however, appears 
to be a mixture of analytic and synthetic principles; or, to put it 
differently, the analyst's ability in determining the different morph- 
ological functions and parameters expressed by different grammatical 
markers seems to lie 75% in favor of the analytic side, whereas diffi- 
culties in morphological segmentation mostly arise from the transi- 
tional phonic elements connecting the morphemes (or representing parts 
of the morphemes themselves). 
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For instance, in the form [hipne] 'I (shall) beat you-sg.', the 
formation is synthetic because the ending [-ne] affixed to the bare 
verb root is unanalyzable in purely synchronic terms. On the other 
hand, the analysis of 

[ yapmi-kehip ] = [ yapmikefiip J 

('you-sg/pl. (shall) beat us-du/pl-excl . ' , or 'you-2 (shall) beat 
us-pl-excl . ' ) proceeds straightforwardly by determining [yapmi-] as 
a 1st person dual/plural exclusive goal marker and [ke-] as a 2nd p. 
agent marker. In the case of 

[ hiptui3siio'? ] 

('I (Shall) beat the-2/them-pl . ' ) , only [-si-] appears to be the num- 
ber marker denoting plurality of an implied 3rd p. agent or goal ref- 
erent; the velar nasal [-g-] as the marker of the 1st p. sg. actant 
(in active conjugation) here seems to be doubly affixed. Whether this 
is really the case is not absolutely certain; its analysis requires 
further investigations of the conjugation patterns of Rai-Limbu lan- 
guages. 
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